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RECOMMENDATION

That the Overview and Scrutiny Management Board (OSMB) note that a review of 
procedures relating to exempt/confidential material be conducted and a report be brought 
back for consideration later in the municipal year. 

The significant issues in the report are:
The need to note that the outcomes of a review of the process for dealing with exempt 
and confidential material will be reported to OSMB later in the municipal year. 

1. Background

1.1 The Overview and Scrutiny Management Board (OSMB) have had ongoing 
discussions regarding the process for dealing with exempt/confidential 
material.  Full details can be found in the meeting papers for 3rd September 
15 and 20th March 16 at the following link;

Papers from Overview and Scrutiny Management Board
 
1.2 Members have agreed that a full review of the procedures should take place 

and that a report be brought back to an OSMB meeting in late 2016/early 
2017.

2. Context and Issues

https://democracy.bristol.gov.uk/ieListMeetings.aspx?CommitteeId=165


2.1 The duty to allow members of the public and press access to a meeting, and 
also the papers provided to that meeting, are contained in the Local 
Government Act 1972 (as amended and as applied to the elected mayor and 
cabinet). The power to decide that an item of business on an agenda is 
‘exempt’ from this duty resides in the Committee deliberating on that item, 
subject to advice from the Monitoring Officer or her representative.

2.2 These provisions are set out at section 100A (Admission to meetings of 
principal councils), which states that

(1)     A meeting of a principal council shall be open to the public except to the 
extent that they are excluded (whether during the whole or part of the 
proceedings) under subsection (2) below or by resolution under 
subsection (4) below.

…

(4)     A principal council may by resolution exclude the public from a meeting 
during an item of business whenever it is likely, in view of the nature of 
the business to be transacted or the nature of the proceedings, that if 
members of the public were present during that item there would be 
disclosure to them of exempt information, as defined in section 100I 
below.

(5)     A resolution under subsection (4) above shall —
(a)    identify the proceedings, or the part of the proceedings, to which it 

applies, and
(b)    state the description, in terms of Schedule 12A to this Act, of the 

exempt information giving rise to the exclusion of the public, and 
where such a resolution is passed this section does not require the 
meeting to be open to the public during proceedings to which      
the resolution applies.


